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A brief collection how the Cour t of Requeſt, commonly called the Court of Conſcience in London, hath been eſtabliſhed and continu:d for many years paſt for the relief of 
pour Deb hrt in London, and the liberties thereof, viz, | 


* 
— 


Irft ,| I find that primo Februarii, Anno 9 H. 8. an Ac of Common Council was made, that the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the ſame City for the time being, ſhould monthly aſ- 

ſigd and appoint two Aldermen, and four diſcreet Commoners to be Commiſſioners to ſit in the ſame Court twice a week, viz. Wedneſday and Saturday, there to hear and determine 
all maiters brought before them beiween party and party (being Citizens and Freemen of London) in all caſes where the due debt or damage did not exceed forty ſhillings, 
| This AR was to continue but for two years then next enſuing : But being found charitable and profitable for the relief of ſuch poor Debtors as were not able to make preſent pay- 
ment of their Debis, ang to reſtrain malicious perſons from proceeding in their wilful Suits ; and alſo to be a great eaſe and help to ſuch poor perſons as had ſmall debts owing to them, and 
were not able w proſecute Suits in Law for the ſame elſewhere; The ſame Act hath ſithence been continued by divers other Acts of Common Council: and hereby (beſides the ſaid two Alder 
men monthly aſſigned) the number of Commiſſioners were increaſed from four to twelve. And ſo by that Authority the ſame Court continued till the end of the Reign of Queen Eliza- 

c. | 

_ | ol divers people, being Citizens and Freemen of Londox(contrary to their Oaths formerly taken) repining at the authority of the ſame Court, and not regarding the expence of any 
charges how great ſoever, ſo they mi ht have their deſires upon their poor Deb: ors, and being often animated thereunto by divers Attorneys and Sollicitors (for their own particular gain) did 
daily commence Suits, for ſuch petty debts and cauſes againſt poor men (Citizens and Freemen of I ondon) in the high Courts at Weſtminſter,or elſewhere out of the ſaid Court of Requeſts, ts 
avoid the Iuriſliction of the ſame Court, and to bar the ſaid Commiſſioners from ſtaying ſuch Suits,and examining the ſaid Cauſes, and thereby cauſed the ſaid poor men many times to pay fix 
times as much charges as their principal debts or damage did amount unto,to the undoing of ſuch poor men, their wives and children, and alſo to the filling ofthe Priſons with the poor ſo ſued : 
where otherwiſe they might have got their Debts inthe ſaid Court of Requeſts, for very ſmall charge and little trouble. | | . | 

For remedy whergof,and for zbe ſtrengthning and eſtabliſhing the ſaid C ourt,an Act of Parliament was then made in Anno primo Jacobi Regis, that every Citizen and Freeman of London, thut 
had, or ſhould hive any Debts owing to him, not amounting to forty ſhillings,by any Debtors (Citizens and Freemen of London, inhabiting in London or the Liberties thereof, ſhould or might 

cauſe ſuch Debtors to be warned to appear before the Commiſſioners ot the ſaid Court; and that the ſaid Commiſſioners, or the greater number of them, ſhould from time to time ſet down 

ſuch Orders between ſuch parties, Plaintiff and Defendant, Creditor and Debtor touching ſuch Debts not exceeding forty ſhillings, as they ſt: ould find to ſtand with equity and good conſcience, 
But ſithence ihe making of that Act, divers perſons (intending to ſubvert the good and charitable intent ofthe ſame) have taken hold of ſome doubtful and ambiguous words therein,and have 
wreſted the ſame for their own lucre and gain, to the avoiding the juriſdiction of the ſame Court, contrary to the godly meaning of the ſaid Act. 2 

For remedy whereof, and to the intent that ſome more full and ample proviſion might be made for the further eſtabliſhing and ſtrengthening of the ſaid Court, and for the better relief of ſuch 

poor Debtors; another Act of Parliament was made, Anno 3 Fac. whereby the authority of the ſaid Commiſſioners was much inlarged, viz.that every Citizen and Freeman of London [and 
every other per ſin and perſons inhabiting or that ſhall inhabit within the City of London, or the Liberties thereof, being a Tradeſman} utualler,or Labouring man, Jahich have or ſhall have any 
D:b:sowing to bim or them,not amounting toforty — 21 any Citizen or Freeman Cor by any other perſon or perſons being a Victualler, Tradeſman, or Labouring man inhabiting within the 
ſaid City, or the Liberties thereof Iſnauldor might cauſe ſuch Debtors to be warned to appear before the ſaid Commiſſioners of the Court of Requeſts. And the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any three 
or more of them,ſhall have power to ſet down ſuch Orders between Plaintiff and Defendanc,Credicor and Debtor, touching ſuch Debts not amounting to forty ſhillings, as they ſhall find to ſtand 
wich equity and good conſcience. Alſo the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any three, or more of them, have power (by the ſaid Act) to miniſter an Oath to the Creditor or Debtor,and to ſuch Witneſ- 
ſes a ſhall be produced on each part: And alſo to commit to priſon in one of the Counters, fuchCreditor or Debtor,as ſhall not appear upon lawful Summons,or not perform ſuch Order as the 
faid Commiſſioners, or any three or more of them ſhall ſet down. And by this laſt Act, he ſaid Court of Requeſt is eſtabliſhed and continued to this & ; and God grant it may ſo long continue 
to the relief of the poor, &c. ; 


A Remedy for Recovery of ſmall Debts, and for the Relieving of the poorer ſort in Lo N DON. 


\ U Ju by bertue of divers acts of Common Countil made within the City of London, the Lozd Papoꝛ and Aldermen of the ſame City , fo2 the relief of poꝛ debto2s 
dwelling within the ſaid City, Have accuſtomed monthly to ad gu two Aldermen, and twelve diſcreet Comnioners to be Commiſſioners and ſit in the Court of Re- 
queſts, commonly called the Court of Conſcience in the Guild-hall of the ſame City, there to hear and determine all matters of debt not amounting to rhe ſum of xl. g. 

to be bꝛought befoze them: And whereas at the Seflions of Parliament holden at Weſtminſter the ninetcenth day of Parch,in the firſt year of the reign of our Soveraign Lozv 
the Kings Yajefty that now is, foꝛ the further relief of ſuch po2 debtoꝛs, and moze perfect eſtabliſhing of the ſaid Court, there was made and pꝛovided an Aa, intituled, An act fo; res 
covery of ſmall debts, and relieving of poꝛ debto2s in London: And whereas ſince the making of the ſaid a, divers perſons, intending to ſubvert the god and charitable intent 
ok the ſame, and taking hold of ſome doubtful and ambiguouz wozds therein, do welt the ſame foz their own lucre and gain, tothe avoiding the Juriſdiction of the ſaid Court, con- 
trary to the godly meaning of the ſaid ac, | Is | | | TD 
. - Fo2 the remedy whereof, and to the intent that ſome moꝛe ſull and ample p2oviſion may be made foz the reliefof ſuch poz debtozs, Be itenacted by authoꝛzity of this pzeſenc Pars 
Hament, That every Citizen and F ree-ment of the City of London, and every other -perſon and perſons inhabiting, oꝛ that ſhall inhabit within the ſaid City or the Liberties thereof, 
being a Trateſman, Uictualler, oꝛ a labouring man, which now have oz hereafter ſhall have any debt oz debts owing unto him oꝛ them, nat amounting to fozty ſhülings, by a.: Y ts 
tizen, oz by any other perſon oꝛ perſons being a Uictualler, Tradeſman oz labouring man, inhabiting, oz that ſhall inhabit within the ſaid City oz the Liberties thereof, thall 02 may 
cauſe ſuch debto2, 92 debtoꝛs to be warned 02 ſummoned by the Beadle oz officer of the ſaid Court of Requeſts fo2 the time being, by waiting. to be left at the dwelling houſe of ſuch 
debto2 oꝛ debtoꝛs, oz by other reaſonable warning oꝛ notice to be given to the ſaid debtoꝛ oz debtoꝛs, to appear befoꝛe the Commiſſioners of the ſaid Court of Requeſts, holden in the 
Guild- ball of the ſaid City. And that the ſaid Commiſſioners,02 any thee of them oz moze,ſhall have power and authozity by the vertue of this ac, from time to time, to ſet down 
- ſuch oꝛder 0202ders between ſuch party oꝛ parties plaintiff, and his oz their ſuch debtoz oz debtozs defendants, touching ſuch debts, not amounting to the value of fozty ſhillings, 

in queſtion befoze them, as they ſhall find to ſtand with equity and god conſcience, All ſuch their oꝛder oz oꝛders to be regiſtred in a book, as they have been attuſtomed, and as well the 
party plaintiff, as the debto2 defendant, to obſcrve,pcrfozm and keep the ſame in all points. 

And that fo2 the moze due pꝛotteding herein it ſhall be lawful foꝛ the ſame Commill.oners, oz any thꝛee oz moꝛe of them, to miniſter an oath to the plaintiff oz defendant, and alſo 
to ſuch witnelles as ſhall be p2oduced on each party, if the ſame Commiſſioners, oz any thzee of them oꝛ moꝛe ſhall ſo think it meet. 

And be it further enacted by the authoꝛity atozeſaid, That if any action of debt, o2 action upon the caſe upon an Aſſumpſit fo2 the recovery of any debt, to be ſued oꝛ pꝛoſecuted again 
any the perſon oꝛ perſons afozeſaid,in any ofthe Kings Courts at Weſtminſter oꝛ elſewhere gut of the ſaid Court of Requeſts, it ſhall appear to the Judge oꝛ Judges of the Court, where 
ſuch action ſhall be ſued oꝛ p2oſecuted, 130 the debt to be recovered by the plaintiff in ſuch attion doth not amount to the ſum ot xl g. and the defendant in ſuch action ſhall duly pzove 
either by ſufficient teſtimony; oꝛ by his own oath, to be allowed by any the Judge oꝛ Judges of the ſaid Court where ſuch action ſhall depend, that at the time of the commencing of ſuch 
action,ſuch defendant was inhabiting and reſtant inthe Cityof London oz the Liberties thereof, as above: That in ſuch caſe the ſaid Judge 02 Judges ſhall not allow to the ſaid 
plaintiff any coſts of ſuit, but ſhall award that the ſame plaintiff ſhall pay ſo much oꝛdinary toſts to the party defendant, as ſuch defendant ſhall juſtly pꝛove befoze the ſaid Judge oꝛ 
Judges, it hath truly coft him in defence of the laid ſuit, 
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And be it further enaced,That if any ſuch plaintiff oꝛ creditoz, defendant oz debtoꝛ after warning given him oꝛ them, in manner and fozm befoze in this act mentioned, by the ſaid 
Dfficer of the ſaid Court of Nequeſts, hall without ſome juſt oz reaſonable cauſe of excuſe, refuſe to appear in the ſaid Court befoze the ſaid Commiſſioners, oꝛ ſhall not perfoꝛm ſuch 
oꝛder as the ſaid Commiſſioners oꝛ anythꝛee oꝛ moꝛe of them ſhall ſet down, foꝛ oꝛ concerning ſuch debts as afozeſaid ; That then it ſhall be lawful foꝛ the ſaid Officer of the ſais 
Court, oz any other of the Serjeants at Pace of the ſaid City, by o2der of the ſaid Commiſſioners,o2 any thꝛee oz moze of them, to commit ſuch party oꝛ parties to pziſon,intoone of the 
Counters of the ſaid City there to remain until he 02 they ſhall perfozm the oꝛder of the ſaid Commilſioners in that behalf, | 
-  Pzovidedalways that this act oz any thing therein contained, ſhall not extend to any debt fo2 any rent upon any Leaſe ot lands oꝛ tenements, oꝛ any other real tontracts, noꝛ to 
other debt that ſhall ariſe by reaſon of any cauſe concerning Teſtament oꝛ Patrimonp, oꝛ any thing concerning oꝛ pꝛoperly belonging to the Cecleftaſtical Court, albeit the ſame ſhall 
be under xl s. Any thing befoze contained to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding. | 


And be it enacted by the authozity afoꝛeſaid, That the ſaid act made in the firſt year ofthe Kings Pajeſties reign, be from the end of this Selfion of Parliament, fo2 and concerning 
any 92der to be made in the ſaid Court of Requeſts, after the end of this Seſſion of Parliament utterly repealed, | 


Therebeing now hymbly propoſed to this High Court of Parliament, A Bill (for a Law) for the like Relief of the Poorer ſort of People 
in the Suburb-Pariſhes within the Bills of Mortality, who are very numerous, and need all the eaſe from Oppreſſion as may be afforded them: 
for that ſuch Eſtabliſhment will alſo advance the Credit of ſuch Poor, by encouraging Tradersto truſt them with neceſſaries; when by 
this they may in a moderate and certain way obtain their Debts as the Commiſſioners in their diſcretiondo find and adjudge the Deb- 
tors ſhalt pay, when by the Charge of Six pence they may recover the ſame by the aboveſaid means, and if the Debtor ſhould prove 
obſtinare (which ſeldom is) the whole Charge of the ſaid Suitto Execution amounts not to above Five ſhillings, nor ever can, Provi- 
ſion being made in the Bill tothe contrary. | | 

And therefore the Oppoſers of ſo good and charitable a Law(as now lies at His Majeſties Feet and the High Court of Parliament, 
whom God preſerve)are referred to and anſwered by the Act above: recited, which was made and commended by tha eminently wiſe 
Prince and his Parliaments. : 

So that whatever Alterations have been made in the Bill for erecting a Court of Conſcience in the City of Weſtminſter, yet that other 
Bill depending in the Honourable houſe of Commons for erecting a Court of Conſcience in Southwark, another in the Tower Ham- 
blers, and a third in the remaining Pariſhes of Middleſex,within the Weekly Bills of Mortality, have no more, nor other in their Conſtituti- 
on, than is drawn from the long practice of the City of London, and js exactly Conform ro the Acts of Parliament, and doth not med- 
dle with Treſpaſſes. . ; * en eee ns | 
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